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I simply want to convey to you my own conviction that some people, who have an interest in all this business, a financial or other interest, but who are much too clever to show their hand, have laid their plans to lure him on and then strike at him. He's been documented, so they say. , . „ Well, there are two sides to every question. . , . The best thing would be to bring them together. I go so far as to say that it is his duty to hear the other side. It's quite a long time since we had lunch together, he and I. He wouldn't think it odd if I invited him. But I shouldn't like to inconvenience him, or to have him reproach me afterwards with having asked him to meet so-and-so . . ."
Germaine did not know what to say. She was conscious of an indefinite, but nevertheless unquestionable danger. The man who was sitting sideways opposite her might be of no particular importance in himself. But he had come there entrusted with powers which radiated through his own trivial personality. His studiously involved conversation did not make her feel like laughing at him. It was in Gurau's direction that she bent all her thoughts.
" How am I going to speak to him about this overture ? How get him to agree to some kind of discussion ? But still, I told him beforehand. I could feel this coming."
But she could hear Gurau's retort in advance :
" This Avoyer of yours is just a man of straw. A dubious kind of fellow. If he has the nerve to come and see me, I'll give him a kick behind/'
Not that Gurau was a man impervious to reason. Ger-maine knew very well that he did not take the risks in this business quite lightheartedly. If they seemed out of proportion with the object which he had in view, or if he thought that he was being jockeyed into an unfavourable position, he might, perhaps, change his mind. But equally it would not do to let "him thtnk that the people in the other camp imagined they would have no difficulty about intimidating him. or buying him, off*
She made up her mind what to say.
e< If you have been a friend of his from childhood, you

